
From: ErrorTracker
Sent: Wed 3/19/2003 9:23 AM
To: G.SEAVER@VERIZON.NET; ErrorTracker
Cc:
Subject: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF REQUEST FOR CORRECTION: FOR RFC #9199

Thank you for your request for correction under the Environmental Protection
Agency's Information Quality Guidelines dated 03/18/2003. Your request was
received in this office on 03/19/2003 and has been forwarded to the
appropriate organization within the Agency.

REPORTED REQUEST FOR RFC #: 9199
Request for Correction: DEAR SIRS;
FOR A YEAR NOW THE NEW ENGLAND REGION 1 EPA HAS BEEN STATING TO THE PUBLIC AND
THE MEDIA THAT PERCHLORATE IS A CARCINOGEN, A PROBABLE CARCINOGEN OR A
POSSIBLE CARCINOGEN. THE GREAT BULK OF THE EVIDENCE, INCLUDING THE EPA'S OWN
PEER REVIEW OF PERCHLORATE, INDICATES THAT IT IS NOT A CARCINOGEN. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE CHEMICAL IS NOT INCLUDED ON ANY OF THE LISTS OF CARCINOGENS, SUCH
AS THAT OF 10TH REPORT ON CARCINOGENS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVICES.

FURTHERMORE, MR. JAMES WOOLFORD, DIRECTOR OF THE FEDERAL FACILITIES
RESTORATION AND REUSE OFFICE, STATED IN AN EMAIL RESPONSE TO US ON FEBRUARY
28, 2003, THAT THE EPA HAS MADE NO DETERMINATION OR STATEMENT ON THIS MATTER.

AS YOU KNOW, THE CLAIM THAT ANYTHING IS A CARCINOGEN HAS A WIDE EFFECT ON
PEOPLE AND POLICY; IN THIS CASE IT HAS CAUSED THE CLOSURE OF 60% OF THE WATER
SUPPLY FOR THE BOURNE WATER DISTRICT (BWD), AS WELL AS INCREASED COSTS TO THE
RATEPAYERS. WE NOW ASK YOU TO PROMULGATE THE POLICY STATEMENT OF MR. WOOLFORD
TO THE PUBLIC, THE MEDIA AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, TO THE NEW ENGLAND EPA.

IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 8, "ADMINISTRATIVE MECHANISMS FOR AFFECTED PERSONS
TO SEEK AND OBTAIN CORRECTION OF INFORMATION" OF YOUR "GUIDELINES" UNDER THE
DATA QUALITY ACT, WE SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION.

Compliance with IQGs: AT A MEETING HELD BY THE BOURNE WATER DISTRICT (BWD) IN
MARCH 2002 TO DISCUSS THE PERCHLORATE NEAR THEIR WELLS, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
NEW ENGLAND EPA STATED THAT PERCHLORATE WAS A CARCINOGEN. WE CHALLENGED THEM
ON THIS ASSERTION, CITING THE LIST OF CARCINOGENS PUBLISHED BY THE HEALTH &
HUMAN SERVICES WEB SITE. ALSO, AT
AN OCTOBER 2002 MEETING OF THE MMR SENIOR MANAGEMENT BOARD, MR. TODD BORCI OF
THE NEW ENGLAND EPA AGAIN STATED THAT PERCHLORATE WAS A CARCINOGEN. WE AGAIN
CHALLENGED HIM ON THIS, CITING REFERENCES ADDITIONAL TO THE HHS ONE TO SUPPORT
MY POINT. 

ALL DURING THIS TIME AND UP TO THE PRESENT, THE NEWSPAPERS, PARTICULARLY THE
CAPE COD TIMES, HAVE PUBLISHED THIS CARCINOGEN CLAIM. WHEN I CHALLENGED MR.
KEVIN DENNEHY OF THE CAPE COD TIMES ON THIS, HE CHANGED THE PUBLISHED
STATEMENT TO READ "ACCORDING TO THE EPA.". IN NOVEMBER 2002, A SEMINAR WAS
HELD IN CATAUMET BY PROFESSOR THOMAS
ZOELLER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND OF THE EPA PEER REVIEW TEAM.

AT THIS MEETING PROFESSOR ZOELLER STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT PERCHLORATE WAS
NOT A CARCINOGEN. FINALLY, IN A FEBRUARY 28, 2003 EMAIL RESPONSE TO US
REGARDING THE ABOVE FACTS, MR. WOOLFORD STATED THAT THE EPA HAS MADE NO
DETERMINATION OR STATEMENT AS TO THE CARCINOGEN STATUS OF PERCHLORATE.

THE PROMOTING OF A CARCINOGEN STATUS FOR A CHEMICAL THAT MAY BE IN THE
DRINKING WATER HAS A DRAMATIC EFFECT ON CONSUMERS. IT CAUSES DRASTIC AND
EMOTIONAL ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN. IN 2001 THE CUSTOMERS OF THE BWD HAD TURNED
DOWN JOINING THE MMR WATER COOPERATIVE DECISIVELY; AFTER THESE EPA STATEMENTS,
THEY VOTED TO JOIN IT BY AN OVERWHELMING MAJORITY. THE RATES FOR THE BWD SINCE
JOINING THE COOPERATIVE HAVE GONE UP BY 10%, REFLECTING THE WATER THAT THE BWD
HAD TO PURCHASE FROM THE COOPERATIVE AFTER IT SHUT DOWN 60% OF ITS CAPACITY.
THESE KINDS OF COST INCREASES



WILL CONTINUE.

Recommendation: ALL OF THIS HAS BEEN RELAYED TO MR. WOOLFORD IN A SERIES OF
RECENT EMAILS. IN SEVERAL RESPONSES, STARTING ON FEBRUARY 28TH, HE STATED THAT
THE EPA HAS NOT MADE A DECISION ON THE CANCER CAUSING STATUS OF PERCHLORATE.
WHEN WE AGAIN TOLD HIM OF THE PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF THE NEW ENGLAND EPA, HE
THEN REPLIED ON MARCH 11, 2003 THAT THEIR R & D DEPARTMENT IS DISCUSSING IT
AND WILL COME OUT WITH A STATEMENT IN THE FUTURE.

Impact: IF THE EPA WERE TO PUBLICIZE THE TRUTH ABOUT THE HEALTH RISKS OF
PERCHLORATE AT THE < 1 PPB LEVELS THAT ARE FOUND INFREQUENTLY NEAR THE BWD
WELLS, AND, PARTICULARLY ITS CARCINOGEN STATUS, THE NEWSPAPERS WOULD HAVE TO
FOLLOW SUIT AND THE BWD COULD REASSURE THE PUBLIC ABOUT PERCHLORATE AND, THUS,
BEGIN USING ITS WELLS.

RFC # 9199 WAS SUBMITTED BY:
GEORGE SEAVER, PHONE: 5085644404 , EMAIL: G.SEAVER@VERIZON.NET,

ADDRESS: 19 MYSTERY LANE,CATAUMET,MA 02534, FAX: NOT GIVEN,
ORGANIZATION: NOT GIVEN, AFFILIATION: GENERAL PUBLIC

The Environmental Protection Agency's goal is to respond to requests within 90
days of receipt. In the meantime, if you have any questions regarding the
Information Quality Guidelines or the Request for Correction process, please
visit the EPA Information Quality Guidelines site
(www.epa.gov/oei/qualityguidelines/index.html) or send a letter or fax or e-
mail to our office at the address noted below. Please include the Request
Number stated in the reference line of this letter in all correspondences.

Sincerely,

EPA Information Quality Guidelines Processing Staff
E-mail: quality.guidelines@epa.gov
Mail: Information Quality Guidelines Staff (MC 28221T)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460-0001

Fax:  (202) 566-0255


